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GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT ON SCHOOLS 

As usual, we are hearing announcements about education at the same time as you 
and we then get guidance from the DfE after the event. At this point we do not have 
specific guidance regarding the “flexibilities” that the Government are currently 
suggesting.  
 
What I do know is that we have stretched our available staffing to its limits and are 
using all of our teaching space for the children that we currently have in school. This 
means that teachers are often teaching during the day whilst also trying to keep up 
with online learning for the children at home. Mr Cumming for example, is working 
with our keyworker children during the day, whilst also managing Holly class’s on line 
home learning.  He is also supporting Rowan class with TEAMs as Mrs Griffiths is still 
struggling with ill health, although she is trying to keep her email online work going.  
 
Unless the Government reduces the space needed to teach children and changes the 
social distance guidance, we will be unable to accommodate any extra year groups in 
our school. We wait to see if the Government comes forward with the requested 
national recovery strategy for getting schools up and running more fully.  We also 
wait to see what is suggested in the government’s “big plan” to enable children to 
catch up. 
 
This is extremely frustrating for us as well as you because we want to be teaching in 
our usual way. Please continue to engage with the online learning that the teachers 
are providing by email if you are able to do so. We are continuing to roll out our use 
of TEAMs video meetings to enable us to have contact with children to support their 
learning at home with Year 5 children being the latest to join this week. Teachers are 
happy to reply to questions by email and I reiterate that staff can ring to help with 
specific issues particularly if your child is anxious about anything. 
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STAFFING NEWS  
 
Although the country is still in partial lockdown and schools are not operating 
normally time still rolls on and Mrs Bush had made the decision to retire from 
teaching at the end of this term. She has been at the school for 14 years and has 
worked tirelessly to support the children both in her class and across the whole 
school. She has been equally supportive to the staff who all greatly value her good 
humour, calm manner and her incredible timetabling skills, especially over the last 
few months! Although she is retiring from her teaching role she is very clear that she 
wants to remain part of the life of the school. So she will be with us in September 
initially in a voluntary capacity to offer her skills in a wide variety of ways. So 
although she is retiring she will still be very much part of our school team.  
 
We have appointed Miss Lucy Cove to the post of class teacher in Ash class from 
September and she is already meeting with Mrs Bush to ensure a smooth transition 
for the children and herself. She has 10 years of teaching experience with this age 
group and is very much looking forward to joining our team and contributing to the 
life of the school, in particular to share her strengths in Forest School education. I 
know that she will be a great asset to the school. 
 
We also look forward to welcoming Mrs Lyndsay McCrickard to the school. She will 
be an extra Teaching Assistant to work in Ash class to bring additional support for the 
children with their learning.  

 

NEW ADMISSIONS FOR YEAR R IN SEPTEMBER 

We have written to parents with children due to join us in September and will be 

writing again soon with details explaining how we envisage the transition from 

nursey to school to be managed in these uncertain times. We are planning to have 

video conferences with families this term, as well as sending out our information 

pack.  We envisage that there will be some form of induction for children in the early 

part of September, followed by our usual part-time arrangements to welcome 

children properly into the school.  However, this is dependent on further government 

guidance that may come out next week.  At this point we are still aiming to send out 

an update to parents in the middle of June. 

 

TWITTER  

Don’t forget to look at the school Twitter feed, @STJBFINDON, or via the school 

website.  We are regularly updating this page with photos of the things that the 

children are doing both at home and at school. 


